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Fashion: A Very Short Introduction Rebecca Arnold 2009-10-22 Fashion is a global industry, and plays a role in our economic,
political, cultural, and social lives. However, fashion is often denigrated as trivial and superficial, a sign of vanity and narcissism.
This Very Short Introduction will give a clear understanding of how fashion has developed while addressing these divergent views.
Luxury in the Low Countries Rengenier C. Rittersma 2010 Painting a panoramic view of conspicuous consumption in the
Netherlands and Flanders from 1500 to the present, this collection of essays explores the economic forces that produce a boom in
luxury goods. Working from disciplines such as archaeology, art history, historical ethnology, linguistics, and media studies, these
scholarly contributors explore both the wealth and the social display that fuels the search for rare commodities.
Consumption and the Making of Respectability, 1600-1800 Woodruff D. Smith 2002 Tying together of several distinct cultural
patterns during this century to create a culture of respectability and its impact on popular culture, trade, politics, social dynamics,
and literature, this original and thoughtful work provides a comprehensive and much-needed understanding of the origins of modern
consumption and all of its cultural implications.
Literature and the Idea of Luxury in Early Modern England Alison V. Scott 2016-05-06 Exploring the idea of luxury in relation to a

series of neighboring but distinct concepts including avarice, excess, licentiousness, indulgence, vitality, abundance, and waste, this
study combines intellectual and cultural historical methods to trace discontinuities in luxury’s conceptual development in
seventeenth-century England. The central argument is that, as ’luxury’ was gradually Englished in seventeenth-century culture, it
developed political and aesthetic meanings that connect with eighteenth-century debates even as they oppose their so-called
demoralizing thrust. Alison Scott closely examines the meanings of luxury in early modern English culture through literary and
rhetorical uses of the idea. She argues that, while ’luxury’ could and often did denote merely ’lust’ or ’licentiousness’ as it tends to
be glossed by modern editors of contemporary works, its cultural lexicon was in fact more complex and fluid than that at this time.
Moreover, that fuller understanding of its plural and shifting meanings-as they are examined here-has implications for the current
intellectual history of the idea in Western thought. The existing narrative of luxury’s conceptual development is one of progressive
upward transformation, beginning with the rise of economic liberalism amidst eighteenth-century debates; it is one that assumes
essential continuity between the medieval treatment of luxury as the sin of ’luxuria’ and early modern notions of the idea even as
social practises of luxury explode in early seventeenth-century culture.
Consuming Behaviours Erika Rappaport 2020-05-26 In twentieth-century Britain, consumerism increasingly defined and redefined
individual and social identities. New types of consumers emerged: the idealized working-class consumer, the African consumer and
the teenager challenged the prominent position of the middle and upper-class female shopper. Linking politics and pleasure,
Consuming Behaviours explores how individual consumers and groups reacted to changes in marketing, government control,
popular leisure and the availability of consumer goods.From football to male fashion, tea to savings banks, leading scholars
consider a wide range of products, ideas and services and how these were marketed to the British public through periods of
imperial decline, economic instability, war, austerity and prosperity. The development of mass consumer society in Britain is
examined in relation to the growing cultural hegemony and economic power of the United States, offering comparisons between
British consumption patterns and those of other nations.Bridging the divide between historical and cultural studies approaches,
Consuming Behaviours discusses what makes British consumer culture distinctive, while acknowledging how these consumer
identities are inextricably a product of both Britain’s domestic history and its relationship with its Empire, with Europe and with the
United States.
The Ashgate Research Companion to Modern Imperial Histories John Marriott 2016-03-23 Written by leading scholars, this
collection provides a comprehensive and authoritative overview of modern empires. Spanning the era of modern imperial history
from the early sixteenth century to the present, it challenges both the rather insular focuses on specific experiences, and gives due
attention to imperial formations outside the West including the Russian, Japanese, Mughal, Ottoman and Chinese. The companion
is divided into three broad sections. Part I - Times - surveys the three main eras of modern imperialism. The first was that
dominated by the settlement impulse, with migrants - many voluntarily and many more by force - making new lives in the colonies.
This impulse gave way, most especially in the nineteenth century, to a period of busy and rapid expansion which was less likely to

promote new settlement, and in which colonists more frequently saw their sojourn in colonial lands as temporary and related to the
business mostly of governance and trade. Lastly, in the twentieth century in particular, empires began to fail and to fall. Part II Spaces - studies the principal imperial formations of the modern world. Each chapter charts the experience of a specific empire
while at the same time placing it within the complex patterns of wider imperial constellations. The individual chapters thus survey
the broad dynamics of change within the empires themselves and their relationships with other imperial formations, and reflect
critically on the ways in which these topics have been approached in the literature. In Part III - Themes - scholars think critically
about some of the key features of imperial expansion and decline. These chapters are brief and many are provocative. They reflect
the current state of the field, and suggest new lines of inquiry which may follow from more comparative perspectives on empire. The
broad range of themes captures the vitality and diversity of contemporary scholarship on questions of empire and colonialism,
encompassing political, economic and cultural processes central to the formation and maintenance of empires as well as
institutions, ideologies and social categories that shaped the lives both of those implementing and those experiencing the force of
empire. In these pages the reader will find the slave and the criminal, the merchant and the maid, the scientist and the artist
alongside the structures which sustained their lives and their livelihoods. Overall, the companion emphasises the diversity of
imperial experience and process. Comprehensive in its scope, it draws attention to the particularities of individual empires, rather
than over-generalising as if all empires, at all times, and in all places, behaved in a similar manner. It is this contingent and historical
specificity that enables us to explore in expansive ways precisely what constituted the modern empire.
The Beau Monde Hannah Greig 2013-09-26 The Beau Monde leads us on a tour of the exciting new world of high society in 18th
century London - a world in which status was no longer determined by coronets and countryseats alone but by the more nebulous
qualification of metropolitan 'fashion'. Following the experiences of a colourful cast of characters, from court and parliament to
London's parks, pleasure grounds, and private homes Hannah Greig reveals how membership of the new elite was
won,maintained - and sometimes lost. Above all, as as the story unfolds, we learn that being a Fashionable was about far more
than simply being modish. By the end of the century, it had become the key to power andexclusivity in a changed world.
The Sublime Invention Michael R Lynn 2015-10-06 Ballooning, like the Enlightenment, was a Europe-wide movement and a
massive cultural phenomenon. Lynn argues that in order to understand the importance of science during the age of the
Enlightenment and Atlantic revolutions, it is crucial to explain how and why ballooning entered and stayed in the public
consciousness.
Student Consumer Culture in Nineteenth-Century Oxford Sabine Chaouche 2020-09-01 This book explores students’ consumer
practices and material desires in nineteenth-century Oxford. Consumerism surged among undergraduates in the 1830s and
decreased by contrast from the 1860s as students learned to practice restraint and make wiser choices, putting a brake on past
excessive consumption habits. This study concentrates on the minority of debtors, the daily lives of undergraduates, and their social
and economic environment. It scrutinises the variety of goods that were on offer, paying special attention to their social and

symbolic uses and meanings. Through emulation and self-display, undergraduate culture impacted the formation of male identities
and spending habits. Using Oxford students as a case study, this book opens new pathways in the history of consumption and
capitalism, revealing how youth consumer culture intertwined with the rise of competition among tradesmen and university reforms
in the 1850s and 1860s.
The Politics of Wine in Britain C. Ludington 2016-01-12 A unique look at the meaning of the taste for wine in Britain, from the
establishment of a Commonwealth in 1649 to the Commercial Treaty between Britain and France in 1860 - this book provides an
extraordinary window into the politics and culture of England and Scotland just as they were becoming the powerful British state.
Women's History Hannah Barker 2005 A wide-ranging, thematic survey of women's history in Britain in the 18th and early 19th
centuries, with chapters written by both well-established writers and new and dynamic scholars in a thorough and well-balanced
selection.
Borderline Stan Goff 2015-02-11 What if the sanctification of war and contempt for women are both grounded in a fear that breeds
hostility, and a hostility that rationalizes conquest? The anti-Gospel Christian history of war-loving and women-hating are not merely
similar but two aspects of the same dynamic, argues Stan Goff, in an "autobiography" that spans millennia. Borderline is the
historical and conceptual autobiography of a former career army veteran transformed by Jesus into a passionate advocate for
nonviolence, written by a man who narrates his conversion to Christianity through feminism.
This House is not a Home Lisa Hellman 2018-10-25 In This House is not a Home, Lisa Hellman offers the first study of European
everyday life in Canton and Macao. Using the Swedish East India Company as a focus, she explores how domesticity was
conditioned by the Chinese authorities.
Spaces of Consumption Jon Stobart 2013-01-11 Consumption is well established as a key theme in the study of the eighteenth
century. Spaces of Consumption brings a new dimension to this subject by looking at it spatially. Taking English towns as its scene,
this inspiring study focuses on moments of consumption – selecting and purchasing goods, attending plays, promenading – and
explores the ways in which these were related together through the spaces of the town: the shop, the theatre and the street. Using
this fresh form of analysis, it has much to say about sociability, politeness and respectability in the eighteenth century.
Contested Spaces of Nobility in Early Modern Europe Charles Lipp 2016-05-13 In recent years scholars have increasingly
challenged and reassessed the once established concept of the 'crisis of the nobility' in early-modern Europe. Offering a range of
case studies from countries across Europe this collection further expands our understanding of just how the nobility adapted to the
rapidly changing social, political, religious and cultural circumstances around them. By allowing readers to compare and contrast a
variety of case studies across a range of national and disciplinary boundaries, a fuller - if more complex - picture emerges of the
strategies and actions employed by nobles to retain their influence and wealth. The nobility exploited Renaissance science and
education, disruptions caused by war and religious strife, changing political ideas and concepts, the growth of a market economy,
and the evolution of centralized states in order to maintain their lineage, reputation, and position. Through an examination of the

differing strategies utilized to protect their status, this collection reveals much about the fundamental role of the 'second order' in
European history and how they had to redefine the social and cultural 'spaces' in which they found themselves. By using a
transnational and comparative approach to the study of the European nobility, the volume offers exciting new perspectives on this
important, if often misunderstood, social group.
The Places of Wit in Early Modern English Comedy Adam Zucker 2011-03-10 An exploration of wit, witlessness and social and
comic conventions in the plays of Shakespeare, Jonson and their contemporaries.
Consumption and Gender in the Early Seventeenth-Century Household Jane Whittle 2012-03-01 In this vivid reconstruction of life in
a seventeenth-century gentry household, the authors delve into the details of everyday life: how did a large, wealthy household in
the English countryside acquire the goods and services it needed and wanted? Was household consumption an exclusively female
sphere, or did men play an important role, too?
Early Modern European Society Henry Kamen 2021-08-31 A new edition of a seminal work—one that explores crucial changes
within Europe from the fifteenth to the eighteenth century The early modern period was one of profound change in Europe. It was
witness to the development of science, religious reformation, and the birth of the nation state. As Europeans explored the
world—looking to Asia and the Americas for new peoples and lands—their societies grew and adapted. Eminent historian Henry
Kamen explores in depth the issues that most affected those living in early modern Europe—from leisure, work, and migration to
religion, gender, and discipline—and the way in which population change impacted the aristocracy, the bourgeoisie, and the poor.
The third edition of this pioneering study includes new and updated material on gender, religion, and population movement. Richly
illustrated, this is essential reading for all those interested in early modern European society.
The Oxford Handbook of the History of Consumption Frank Trentmann 2012-03-22 The Oxford Handbook of the History of
Consumption offers a timely overview of how our understanding of consumption in history has changed in the last generation.
Webs of Empire Tony Ballantyne 2014-04-01 Breaking open colonization to reveal tangled cultural and economic networks, Webs
of Empire offers new paths into our colonial history. Linking Gore and Chicago, Maori and Asia, India and newspapers, whalers and
writing, empire building becomes a spreading web of connected places, people, ideas, and trade. These links question narrow,
national stories, while broadening perspectives on the past and the legacies of colonialism that persist today. Bringing together
essays from two decades of prolific publishing on international colonial history, Webs of Empire establishes Tony Ballantyne as one
of the leading historians of the British Empire.
Public Universities and the Public Sphere Woodruff D. Smith 2010-11-15 Public Universities and the Public Sphere argues that two
crises facing America – a crisis of public discourse and a crisis of public higher education – are closely connected. The center of
significant public discussion in the United States is located in a core public sphere consisting of publications, associations, and
universities that was consciously constructed in the nineteenth century. The modern American university originated in the process
that created the core public sphere. Public universities essentially democratized the core public sphere in the twentieth century. Part

of the solution, Smith argues in this timely work, to both crises lies in understanding and building on the connection.
Feeding France E. C. Spary 2014-05-20 Feeding France shows how chemists navigated the French Revolution to become the first
public food experts in an industrialising world.
Intra-Asian Trade and Industrialization A.J.H. Latham 2009-05-08 Under the impressive editorship of A.J.H. Latham and comprising
high quality essays on a topic of rising interest to scholars and policymakers, this volume makes some valuable contributions to
regional and global dynamics of trade. With contributions from leading names in the field of economic history - such as D.A. Farnie this book will be useful reading for scholars interested in global economic history, globalization and regional trade, and Asian
studies.
The Single Homemaker and Material Culture in the Long Eighteenth Century David Hussey 2016-03-03 The Single Homemaker
and Material Culture in the Long Eighteenth Century represents a new synthesis of gender history and material culture studies. It
seeks to analyse the lives and cultural expression of single men and women from 1650 to 1850 within the main focus of domestic
activity, the home. Whilst there is much scholarly interest in singleness and a raft of literature on the construction and apprehension
of the home, no other book has sought to bring these discrete studies together. Similarly, scholarly work has been limited in
evaluating gendered consumption practices during the long eighteenth century because of an emphasis on the homes of families.
Analysing the practices of single people emphasises the differences, but also amplifies the similarities, in their strategies of
domestic life.
The Routledge History of Emotions in the Modern World Katie Barclay 2022-08-09 The Routledge History of Emotions in the
Modern World brings together a diverse array of scholars to offer an overview of the current and emerging scholarship of emotions
in the modern world. Across thirty-six chapters, this work enters the field of emotion from a range of angles. Named emotions –
love, anger, fear – highlight how particular categories have been deployed to make sense of feeling and their evolution over time.
Geographical perspectives provide access to the historiographies of regions that are less well-covered by English-language
sources, opening up global perspectives and new literatures. Key thematic sections are designed to intersect with critical
historiographies, demonstrating the value of an emotions perspective to a range of areas. Topical sections direct attention to the
role of emotions in relations of power, to intimate lives and histories of place, as products of exchanges across groups, and as
deployed by new technologies and medias. The concepts of globalisation and modernity run through the volume, acting as foils for
comparison and analytical tools. The Routledge History of Emotions in the Modern World is the perfect resource for all students and
scholars interested in the history of emotions across the world from 1700.
The Journal of European Economic History 2006
Consuming Habits Jordan Goodman 2014-04-08 Covering a wide range of substances, including opium, cocaine, coffee, tobacco,
kola, and betelnut, from prehistory to the present day, this new edition has been extensively updated, with an updated bibliography
and two new chapters on cannabis and khat. Consuming Habits is the perfect companion for all those interested in how different

cultures have defined drugs across the ages. Psychoactive substances have been central to the formation of civilizations, the
definition of cultural identities, and the growth of the world economy. The labelling of these substances as 'legal' or 'illegal' has
diverted attention away from understanding their important cultural and historical role. This collection explores the rich analytical
category of psychoactive substances from challenging historical and anthropological perspectives.
Luxury and Gender in European Towns, 1700-1914 Deborah Simonton 2014-09-04 This book conceives the role of the modern
town as a crucial place for material and cultural circulations of luxury. It concentrates on a critical period of historical change, the
long eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, that was marked by the passage from a society of scarcity to one of expenditure and
accumulation, from ranks and orders to greater social mobility, from traditional aristocratic luxury to a new bourgeois and even
democratic form of luxury. This volume recognizes the notion that luxury operated as a mechanism of social separation, but also
that all classes aspired to engage in consumption at some level, thus extending the idea of what constituted luxury and blurring the
boundaries of class and status, often in unsettling ways. It moves beyond the moral aspects of luxury and the luxury debates to
analyze how the production, distribution, purchase or display of luxury goods could participate in the creation of autonomous selves
and thus challenge gender roles.
Book Illustration in the Long Eighteenth Century Christina Ionescu 2015-01-12 Hitherto relegated to the closets of art history and
literary studies, book illustration has entered mainstream scholarship. The chapters of this collection offer only a glimpse of where a
complete reconfiguration of the visual periphery of eighteenth-century texts might ultimately take us. The use of the gerund of the
verb “to reconfigure” in the subtitle of this collection, instead of the corresponding noun, underlines the work-in-progress character
of this interdisciplinary endeavour, which aims above all to discern new vistas while charting or revisiting landmarks in the rich field
of eighteenth-century book illustration. The specific interpretive lenses through which contributors to this collection re-evaluate the
visual periphery of the text cover an array of disciplines and areas of interest; among these, the most prominent are book history
and print culture, art history and image theory, material and visual culture, word and image interaction, feminist theory and gender
studies, history of medicine and technology. This spectrum could have been even less restrictive and more colourful if it were not for
pragmatic and editorial considerations. Nonetheless, its plurality of vision provides a framework for an inclusive and multifaceted
approach to eighteenth-century book illustration. Perhaps these essays are most valuable in the practical models they provide on
how to tackle the interdisciplinary challenge that is the study of the eighteenth-century illustrated book. The collection as such is the
first formal step in an effort to rethink or reconfigure the visual periphery of eighteenth-century texts. It has become clear that the
study of the illustrated book of the Age of Enlightenment has the potential of yielding multiple findings, perspectives and discourses
about a society immersed in visual culture, skilled in visual communication and reflected in the visual legacy it left behind.
Consuming Splendor Linda Levy Peck 2005-09-19 A fascinating study of the ways in which consumption transformed social
practices, gender roles, royal policies, and the economy in seventeenth-century England. It reveals for the first time the emergence

of consumer society in seventeenth-century England.
A Foot in the Past Giorgio Riello 2006 During the Enlightenment, in a society that was increasingly urbanised and mobile, footwear
was an essential item of apparel. This book considers not only the practical but also the symbolic meaning of footwear in France
and England during the period from the end of the seventeenth to the mid nineteenth century.
Sugar and Spice Jon Stobart 2016-12-01 Consumers in eighteenth-century England were firmly embedded in an expanding world
of goods, one that incorporated a range of novel foods (tobacco, chocolate, coffee, and tea) and new supplies of more established
commodities, including sugar, spices, and dried fruits. Much has been written about the attraction of these goods, which went from
being novelties or expensive luxuries in the mid-seventeenth century to central elements of the British diet a century or so later.
They have been linked to the rise of Britain as a commercial and imperial power, whilst their consumption is seen as transforming
many aspects of British society and culture, from mealtimes to gender identity. Despite this huge significance to ideas of consumer
change, we know remarkably little about the everyday processes through which groceries were sold, bought, and consumed. In
tracing the lines of supply that carried groceries from merchants to consumers, Sugar and Spice reveals how changes in retailing
and shopping were central to the broader transformation of consumption and consumer practices, but also questions established
ideas about the motivations underpinning consumer choices. It demonstrates the dynamic nature of eighteenth-century retailing; the
importance of advertisements in promoting sales and shaping consumer perceptions, and the role of groceries in making shopping
an everyday activity. At the same time, it shows how both retailers and their customers were influenced by the practicalities and
pleasures of consumption. They were active agents in consumer change, shaping their own practices rather than caught up in a
single socially-inclusive cultural project such as politeness or respectability.
Possibilities David Graeber 2007 An anthropologist investigates the revolution of everyday life.
The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History, 1350-1750 Hamish M. Scott 2015 This Handbook re-examines the
concept of early modern history in a European and global context. The term 'early modern' has been familiar, especially in
Anglophone scholarship, for four decades and is securely established in teaching, research, and scholarly publishing. More
recently, however, the unity implied in the notion has fragmented, while the usefulness and even the validity of the term, and the
historical periodisation which it incorporates, have been questioned. The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History, 13501750 provides an account of the development of the subject during the past half-century, but primarily offers an integrated and
comprehensive survey of present knowledge, together with some suggestions as to how the field is developing. It aims both to
interrogate the notion of 'early modernity' itself and to survey early modern Europe as an established field of study. The overriding
aim will be to establish that 'early modern' is not simply a chronological label but possesses a substantive integrity. Volume I
examines 'Peoples and Place', assessing structural factors such as climate, printing and the revolution in information, social and
economic developments, and religion, including chapters on Orthodoxy, Judaism and Islam.
Communism Unwrapped Paulina Bren 2012-09-20 Communism Unwrapped is a collection of essays that unwraps the complex

world of consumption under communism in postwar Eastern Europe, featuring new work by both American and European scholars
writing from variety of disciplinary perspectives. The result is a fresh look at everyday life under communism that explores the ways
people shopped, ate, drank, smoked, cooked, acquired, exchanged and assessed goods. These phenomena, the editors argue,
were central to the way that communism was lived and experienced in its widely varied contexts in the region. Consumption
pervaded everyday life far more than most other political and social phenomena. From design, to production, to retail sales and
black market exchange, Communism Unwrapped follows communist goods from producer to consumer, tracing their circuitous
routes. In the communist world this journey was rife with its own meanings, shaped by the special political and social circumstances
of these societies. In examining consumption behind the Iron Curtain, this volume builds on a new field of study. It brings dimension
and nuance to our understanding of the communist period and a new perspective to our current analyses of consumerism.
Beyond Exceptionalism Rebekka Mallinckrodt 2021-08-23 While the economic involvement of early modern Germany in slavery and
the slave trade is increasingly receiving attention, the direct participation of Germans in human trafficking remains a blind spot in
historiography. This edited volume focuses on practices of enslavement taking place within German territories in the early modern
period as well as on the people of African, Asian, and Native American descent caught up in them.
Climate Change and the Course of Global History John L. Brooke 2014-03-17 Climate Change and the Course of Global History
presents the first global study by a historian to fully integrate the earth-system approach of the new climate science with the material
history of humanity. Part I argues that geological, environmental, and climatic history explain the pattern and pace of biological and
human evolution. Part II explores the environmental circumstances of the rise of agriculture and the state in the Early and MidHolocene, and presents an analysis of human health from the Paleolithic through the rise of the state, including the Neolithic
Demographic Transition. Part III introduces the problem of economic growth and examines the human condition in the Late
Holocene from the Bronze Age through the Black Death, assessing the relationships among human technologies, climatic change,
and epidemic disease. Part IV explores the move to modernity, stressing the emerging role of human economic and energy
systems as earth-system agents in the Anthropocene. Supported by climatic, demographic, and economic data with forty-nine
figures and tables custom-made for this book, A Rough Journey provides a pathbreaking model for historians of the environment,
the world, and science, among many others.
Buying for the Home Margaret Ponsonby 2017-03-02 Buying for the Home is a book about the experiences and also the polarities
of shopping and the home. It analyses the ways in which the agencies and discourses of the retail environment mesh with the
processes of physical and imaginative re-creation that constitute the domestic space, teasing out the negotiations and interactions
that mediate this key arena. The study examines how the strategies of retailers were both arbitrated by and negotiated through the
actions and desires of the homemaker as consumer. Drawing on the recent CHORD (Centre for the History of Retail and
Distribution) colloquium on shopping and the domestic environment and including two specially commissioned pieces, the book
draws on a wide selection of interdisciplinary work from established scholars and new researchers. Organised around four key

themes - retail arenas and the everyday; identity and lifestyle; fashioning domestic space; and cultural practice - the ten case
studies cover a range of cultural encounters and locations from the seventeenth to the late twentieth century. Through these
interdisciplinary but linked case studies, Buying for the Home forces us to consider the fractured space that existed between the
world of goods and the middle- and working-class home and in so doing interrogate how middle-class and plebeian homemakers
view, imagine and ultimately occupy their domestic spaces in early-modern, modern and post-modern society.
Shapely Bodies Christine A. Jones 2013-05-16 Shapely Bodies: The Image of Porcelain in Eighteenth-Century France constructs
the first cultural history of porcelain making in France. It takes its title from two types of “bodies” treated in this study: the craft of
porcelain making shaped clods of earth into a clay body to produce high-end commodities and the French elite shaped human
bodies into social subjects with the help of makeup, stylish patterns, and accessories. These practices crossed paths in the work of
artisans, whose luxury objects reflected and also influenced the curves of fashion in the eighteenth century. French artisans began
trials to reproduce fine Chinese porcelain in the 1660s. The challenge proved impossible until they found an essential ingredient,
kaolin, in French soil in the 1760s. Shapely Bodies differs from other studies of French porcelain in that it does not begin in the
1760s at the Sèvres manufactory when it became technically possible to produce fine porcelain in France, but instead ends there.
Without the secret of Chinese porcelain, artisans in France turned to radical forms of experimentation. Over the first half of the
eighteenth century, they invented artificial alternatives to Chinese porcelain, decorated them with French style, and, with equal
determination, shaped an identity for their new trade that distanced it from traditional guild-crafts and aligned it with scientific
invention. The back story of porcelain making before kaolin provides a fascinating glimpse into the world of artisanal innovation and
cultural mythmaking. To write artificial porcelain into a history of “real” porcelain dominated by China, Japan, and Meissen in
Saxony, French porcelainiers learned to describe their new commodity in language that tapped into national pride and the mythic
power of French savoir faire. Artificial porcelain cut such a fashionable image that by the mid-eighteenth century, Louis XV
appropriated it for the glory of the crown. When the monarchy ended, revolutionaries reclaimed French porcelain, the fruit of a
century of artisanal labor, for the Republic. Tracking how the porcelain arts were depicted in documents and visual arts during one
hundred years of experimentation, Shapely Bodies reveals the politics behind the making of French porcelain’s image. Published by
University of Delaware Press. Distributed worldwide by Rutgers University Press.
Household Gods Deborah Cohen 2006-01-01 At what point did the British develop their mania for interiors, wallpaper, furniture, and
decoration? Richly illustrated, 'Household Gods' chronicles 100 years of British interiors, focusing on class, choice, shopping and
possessions.
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